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JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .
Happy New Year to you all.
What a year 2020 turned out to be - total disruption
caused by a tiny virus. Let us hope 2021 brings much
needed respite from illness, flood, and Brexit.

We have had so much rain that the garden has given
the ducks their own pond which they swim in until
almost midnight and refuse to go in their house. It
drives Sean insane.

With much luck we may be able to meet up again
this year – how wonderful that will be. A cuppa,
biscuit, a speaker and good company to talk and
socialise with.

Gladly Derek is recovering from his illness and is
getting on well.

My baby chickens are now fully grown and have
started to give us eggs – how lovely that is. However,
the Avian flu has cost me. I have bought a giant hen
run to keep them safe as per DEFRA.

Ellie Church – Chairperson

Take care and stay safe,

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2021
This is a reminder to members WHO DID NOT SUBSCRIBE IN THE LAST (2020) YEAR that subscriptions are now due.
Membership has been held at £7 per member or £10 for a couple. New membership cards will be distributed in due
course.
Members who need to pay should do so by cash or cheque made out to ‘Malmesbury Garden Club’ and forwarded to
me either in the Club’s post box in the E & S Hardware Store in the High Street or by posting to Redlands, Brinkworth,
Chippenham SN15 5DA. If you have telephone or internet banking, payment can be made to the Club’s bank account
(Lloyds) sort code 30-91-99; account no. 02440789; use your last name as the reference.
Thank you everyone. Stay safe.
Sean O’Shea (Treasurer)

Tasks for January/February








Continue to plant roses – weather permitting
Examine roses for ‘wind rock’ and firm in
Continue pruning climbing roses, honeysuckle,
summer jasmine etc.
Cut out canker on fruit trees and paint over with
pruning compound
Prune apple and pear trees, but not if frost
persists
Spray peach and nectarine against leaf curl with
copper fungicide
Continue spraying fruit bushes and trees with a
winter wash










Continue clearing herbaceous plant tops
Cut down summer flowering clematis in
February – check variety first!
Prune back winter jasmine after flowering
Examine all stored corms, bulbs and tubers
Set up early potatoes in trays to sprout
Sow early broad beans and wrinkled pea
varieties
Sow early carrots and parsley under frames
Plant shallots in late February
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FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH

Comments from the garden . . . .
As I mentioned, I have put forest bark down in
various borders in the garden to suppress the
weed problem. It is not cheap so I have bought a
shredder; it will pay for itself eventually. Bark
disintegrates over time. With all the pruning of
trees and shrubs, I will have enough for the
flower beds and pathways in the vegetable
garden. I will also be able to put some on the
surface of all my pots again to help with the
weed problem during the summer.

Herbaceous perennials . . . .
I was going to leave this topic for later in the
year, but doing it now gives you some ideas of
what you could add to your garden in March
and April. Herbaceous perennials flower only
once for a number of weeks but will flower

every year, and what a choice there is to choose
from. Remember when planting to have colours
like white and blue next to one another or red
and yellow, so adding a little more interest.
Consider foliage when not in flower. Purple and
grey foliage, or green and silver, or even red and
yellow; as the plants grow the foliage colours
will really stand out.
As I mentioned in the last Newsletter, my new
herbaceous border is 4mx2m (12ftx6ft). These
are some tall plants for the back: Aruncus
dioicus (goat’s beard), large plumes of tiny
creamy white flowers with deeply-cut leaves, ht
4ft, flowering June/August; Delphinium variety

‘Astolat’, a delicate pink with many florets along
the flower stalk, ht 4ft; also D. variety ‘black
knight’, flowers are violet with black centres, ht
4ft, both flower June/July; Helenium variety
‘double trouble’, bright yellow double flowers
with dark centres, ht 4ft, flowering july/October.
Plants fo the centre of the bed include
Agapanthus variety ‘Peter Pan’, large flower
heads on long stems of intense blue, with spearlike green leaves, ht 3ft, flowering
July/September; Eryngium bourgatii (sea holly),
leaves are grey green and silver, veined stems
rise up producing numerous blue or grey-green
flowers surrounded by silvery spiny bracts, ht
3ft,
flowering
July/October;
Rudbeckia
goldsturm, daisy-like yellow flowers with black
eyes, ht 3ft, flowering July/November; Sedum
spectabile (ice plant), brilliant large heads of
bright rose pink, ht 2ft, flowering
August/November;
Anemone
japonica
(Japanese anemone) variety ‘whirlwind’, double
white flowers held high above the foliage, ht 3ft,
flowering August/November. Front border
plants consist of Astilbe variety ‘red baron’, a
compact plant with plumes of vivid red flowers
with a dark leaf, ht 18”, flowering June/August;
Astrantia major, pinkish green flowers rise up
above the foliage, good for cutting, ht 2ft,
flowering June/August; Geum variety ‘banana
daiquiri’, semi-double lemon yellow flowers on
stems that rise above the strawberry-like
foliage, ht 18”, flowering June/September;
Geranium cinereum variety ‘tumbling hearts’, a
spreading variety with pink flowers with deep
mauve/black centres and blue-green foliage, ht
8”, flowering May/July; Alchemilla mollis (lady’s
mantle), strawberry-like mid-green leaves
holding water droplets when it rains, sprays of
greenish-yellow flowers are numerous, ht 18”,
flowering June/September.
Once all these have been planted, I will plant
groups of tulips and narcissi of varying heights in
between the plants to give some colour from
February to May. As the border plants grow up
the bulb foliage will disappear, flowering again
the following spring.
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Keith’s choice plant . . . .

Pests’ paradise . . . .
Narcissus eelworm: bulb, foliage and flower
stem all become distorted, eelworm leaves
circular brown rings on bulbs. In large areas of
bulbs, this can spread. There are no chemicals
for this problem available to the gardener.
Replant new bulbs at least 1m (3ft) from
infected area. The affected bulbs will eventually
disappear. Do not plant bulbs again in the same
area for at least 5 years; even then the problem
could reappear.

Tricyrtis hirta (Japanese toad lily): 2” wide
flower heads with star-shaped white flowers
spotted with purple, ht 3ft, flowering
August/October.

Plants to enjoy in January/February
Eranthis (winter aconite), Skimmia japonica, Mahonia,
Helleborus niger (Christmas rose), Galanthus (snowdrops),
Daphne mezereum (scented), Muscari (grape hyacinth),
Garrya elliptica, Jasminum nudiflorum (winter jasmine), Iris
reticulata.

FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH

Comments from the veg plot . . . .
I am always thinking, is it best to empty my
water butt for the winter which has an open 3ft
top, or put tennis balls into it to help with the
expansion when there is a hard frost? I suppose
it’s best to empty it as water will not be needed
in the winter. It is made of fibreglass. Any
thoughts?

Add a little colour . . . .
I like to try something new each year. Broad
beans just fill my vegetable garden up, E type
carrots are just impossible to catch, and peas
just waterlog my vegetable plot. One thing I
have not put into my vegetable plot is colour:
nothing wrong with adding a little colour.
Keeping to the vegetable theme, chard (leaf
beet, silver chard or sea kale) has a variety
called ‘bright lights’ producing colourful bulbs
on long stems – just joking! This variety has red,
yellow, gold and white mid ribs through a long
season of use. There is also a variety of
cauliflower ‘graffiti’ with a purple head which
deepens in colour with longer daylight. Carrots

have a variety called ‘yellow bunch’ which
produces bright yellow carrots. Oh, bright
sparks out there will point out that that does
not add colour to the vegetable plot because it
is under the ground! Runner beans can have
white or red flowers before pollination and
there are red onions like ‘Red Baron’ or
‘Rosanna’. Kale is
becoming
more
popular; farming of
it
grew
57%
between
2007
and2012.
Kale
variety ‘midnight
sun’ has striking
pink mid veins,
while ‘emerald ice’
has icy white veins. A new variety is KX-1 with
dramatic dark red leaves with green ribs that
can be used as a vegetable when cooking or to
add colour in salads when leaves are tiny.
Another one to try ‘buttonhole starmaker’,
looking very much like a blown-out cabbage, it
has a lilac-purple centre fading towards the
edges. Steamed or shredded and stir-fried,
chosen for its mild and sweet flavour. These last
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two varieties are available from D.T. Brown
seeds.
Lastly, lettuce and salad leaves do really add
colour to the vegetable plot. Radicchio lettuce is
not everyone’s choice as it is a little bitter, but
has deep red and white leaves. Salad leaves
beetroot variety ‘bulls blood’ has deep
red/purple foliage, also the variety Lollo Rosso
which has whole pink heads with crinkly leaves.

crowns to give those early champagne sticks;
use a different crown each year. Also placing a
piece of clear polythene on some of your
strawberries will give you strawberries a little

earlier, so extending the season. A piece of black
polythene on an area of your vegetable plot will
make that area a few degrees warmer for an
early sowing. Continue removing any winter
vegetables that have finished, remove any
rotting leaves of brassicas, cabbage, sprouts etc.

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . .
Seasonal activities . . . .
This time of year does not give you that impulse
to get into the garden. Time to look through
those flower and vegetable catalogues in the
comfort of a comfortable chair and warm room.
I have already drawn a plan of my vegetable
area. It is best to move your vegetable varieties
to a different position each year so stopping a
build up of any diseases. Keep off the garden
soil if it is wet and frosted. A plank of wood for
standing on when picking your winter
vegetables is a good plan. Weather permitting,
mid February is a good time to sow your broad
beans and early wrinkled peas. If you have
frames, first sowings of carrots, salad leaves,
spring onion, beetroot and radish and, if you
have space, broad beans and early wrinkled
peas will be slightly earlier than the ones sown
in open ground. February is also a good time to
plant an asparagus bed. You could at one time
get 2-year-old asparagus crowns, but it seems
most suppliers only sell 1-year-old crowns now.
Time to put a cover over one of your rhubarb

Pea, variety Alderman: an old variety with large
pods containing on average 11 peas of good
flavour over a long period. This pea will need tall
canes as it grows like runner beans up to 6ft.

No vegetable nightmares . . . .
Pea wilt: Leaves start to show yellowing and die
back causing this problem. This disease can be
at any time but more common in the middle of
the season. A soil-borne fungus is the cause.
This can be due to growing the same vegetable
on the same piece of ground each year, this is a
disease that can be avoided. No chemical
control is available.

Some vegetables to enjoy in Jan/Feb
Curly kale, swede, leeks, savoy cabbage, spinach, celeriac,
turnips, parsnips, Brussels sprouts, Jerusalem artichokes.
From store; onions, potatoes, carrots, shallots.
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HELP! Your questions answered by resident expert, Keith
Please send your queries and problems to: info@malmesburygardenclub.org.uk

Q I have a number of large and small shrubs which have a mixture of green and variegated leaves. What is
going on and is it normal?
A I have come across this many times, in a lot of gardens, on many different variegated shrubs. The problem
is called reversion. Green growth generally comes from the rootstock. The shrub, say a variegated
Euonymus, will produce green shoots; if not cut out, the whole shrub in time will revert to green. This goes
for many variegated shrubs, including fuchsias, holly and Elaeagnus.
Q I only have a small garden but would like to give it a bit of colourful height. Can you recommend a small
tree?
A There are a number of small trees suitable for your area. One for spring colour is Prunus amanogawa, or
Japanese flowering cherry, an upright columnar tree (not spreading) producing in the spring young leaves
which are of a bronze colour then turning to green. Pale pink flowers are produced in April, leaves turn to
shades of orange/red in the autumn. One for winter colour, also a cherry tree, is Prunus subhirtella
autumnnalis variety rosea, pink semi-double blossoms are produced from November to March. One for
summer colour is Pyrus salicifolia pendula, or pendulous willow-leaved silver pear, an amazing silver-leaved
small tree. White blossoms are produced in the spring followed by insignificant tiny pears in small numbers
– one for dramatic effect on an open lawn during the summer. One for the autumn is Liquidambar
styaciflua variety variegata ‘gold dust’, producing alternate maple-like leaves, glossy pale green striped and
mottled with yellow. New growth has a pink flush and brilliant autumn colour.
Q I have a Swiss cheese plant that is taking over the room. Can I prune it without killing it? It has sentimental
value.
A Yes, my uncle had one doing just the same. He really gave it a hard prune: the stem measured 5” around
the base of the plant. What he did with the pieces he cut off was to put them into a bucket of water after
removing all the lower leaves. He lost a few but most of them produced roots. He then potted them up and
gave them to friends. So as not to be too drastic, prune half of the plant, forcing it to produce growth
further down. Once it has produced new growth, prune again to the required height. These Monstera
plants, as they are also known, can be quite vigorous; they are native to tropical forests of southern Mexico.

Derek’s nature notes . . . .
A sight I never thought I would see from my garden –
a pair of magnificent red kites! My attention was
drawn by some crows ‘mobbing’ the kites, compared
with the crows they were huge – their wingspan is up
to two metres. My neighbours tell me they have seen
kites feeding in the gardens.

th

This photo was taken on 13 December; there is a
Christmas tree candle beside the picture on the
television. I have a large bird-box for starlings which
is fitted with a miniature camera, it has been in use
for the last 12 years. I have noted that by November,
a pair of starlings take possession of the box and on
cold nights they will roost there. I hope you can make
them out. I feel having these birds so close I have
observed more of their behaviour than reading any
book.
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New for next season . . . .
Just as the ‘Fashion Houses’ in Paris show the
buyers and magazine writers what new clothing
lines will be in the High Street stores, there are
similar events in the gardening world when new
varieties of plants are unveiled to the garden
centre buyers and the gardening writers and
broadcasters.

grounds. I must say it has become very popular
these past few years but it still is a fantastic
afternoon out. Visitors are given little flags to
place beside the varieties that they feel are the
best.

Ball Colgrave near Banbury is the leading
supplier of ornamental young plants and seed to
the horticultural trade; they have a strong
presence on six continents and in 20 countries.

One of the many greenhouses filled with plants

Plenty of seats for the weary gardener

A vertical wall of flowers – over nine feet tall

A fine bed of Antirrhinums
Each season they introduce several new
varieties at their gardens in West Adderbury
when they reveal their new plants to the buyers
of Britain’s garden centres and do deals with
plant catalogues and entertain all the TV
‘experts’ who will in turn tell us about all these
plants we just must have.
When the ‘circus’ has gone, Ball Colgrave invite
the public to see all the displays for just one day.
Some years ago our club visited their flower

Sadly there were no displays in 2020 due to the
Covid virus, but I do hope these pictures will
give you some idea of the magnificent floral
displays which I hope you will try to see when
things get better. After all, one of the joys of
gardening is anticipation.
When will it be open again – go to their website
– you will learn a lot more than I have told you
about this company.
Derek

The vicar, leaning over the gate admiring
the
Derek
flowers, remarks to the aged gardener “It’s
wonderful what God can do in a garden” –
to which the aged gardener replied “Ah, but
you should have seen it when He had it to
Himself !”
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Rose Lewin’s garden . . . .
Rosemary Lewin was a very active member of our
Club until she and her husband retired to Dorset. We
thought members would like to see what Rose has
achieved from scratch in the past eleven years.
Rose writes: We moved from Minety to Dorset in
1991 and after creating a garden by the sea we
moved here to Highcliffe in 2008 and started this
garden from scratch and it has developed over the
years.

This is my ten-year-old orange tree, in about a month’s
time when the oranges have swelled a bit I will make lovely
marmalade. It is an amazing plant bearing flowers and fuit
at the same time.

Our garden surrounds the bungalow and is about a
quarter of an acre. It is planted mainly with shrubs,
perennials and bulbs and I leave everything in the
ground and just cut back when necessary.

I take photos to remind me where plants were when they
are cut back to the ground in the winter, in the background
you can see my greenhouse and my work area.
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We have several areas where we can relax and really enjoy
the fruits of our labours.
My garden is , as I am sure it is for all of us gardeners, a
place where we can forget the troubles of 2020, a place
where we can look forward to happier times.


A note from Derek:
This white Datura is flowering in the first season
grown from seed sown in February 2020.

Several years ago, Malmesbury Town Council decided to
place flower tubs and baskets around the town and the
Mayor, Cllr Richard Cooper, asked the Garden Club if we
would put on a display and demonstration, open to the
public, to encourage residents to put tubs and baskets on
their houses.
The council booked the Club Room, the ground floor room
next to where the Jackdaw now is. I was very worried that
we would not get many people to come – it was packed –
standing room, shoulder to shoulder: and Rose Lewin was
one of the club’s demonstrators. Rose didn’t need a
microphone and made up all her baskets so that she really
sent everyone away knowing ‘I can do that’ !
I also remember Cllr Cooper saying to me, as more and
more people packed into the room, “ O ye of little faith!”

The blue corydalis flowered in the second season
from seed.

Today Malmesbury is a floral town, and I am proud of the
part the Club played (and Rose) in giving people
confidence that they could do it.
Derek

EMAIL DELIVERY OF NEWSLETTERS
If you currently receive your Newsletter by post or hand delivery, but would be willing to receive it by email, please
send your email address to the Editor at argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk. In accordance with General Data
Protection Regulations, your email address will not be held on a database and will not be used for any other
purpose than sending the Garden Club Newsletter and other occasional information, such as cancellation of
meetings. Emailing not only saves the club a lot of money in printing and postage, but in these days of pandemic,
we consider it a safer method of delivery.
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RECIPE . . . .
Potato Leek and Cheese Tortilla
Ingredients
Butter, for frying
1 leek, thinly sliced
225g potatoes cooked and cooled (about 1-2 medium size ones)
6 eggs
85g cheddar
1 tbsp sage, finely chopped (or 1 tsp dried sage), optional

Method
1. Melt a knob of butter in a medium, non-stick frying pan, then cook the leek for about 5 mins until
softened. Meanwhile, cut the potatoes in half, then into slices about ½cm thick. Beat the eggs,
season, then stir in the cheese and sage.
2. Add a little extra butter to the pan if needed, tip in the potatoes, then the egg mixture. Turn the
heat to low, then cook for 10 mins until nearly set. Place under a hot grill, then cook for a couple of
mins more until the top is set and golden. Slice into wedges and serve with a green salad.
BBC Good Food recipe
Ellie

Editor’s Postscript . . . .
This year we have been forced to think about some very big issues –
the global pandemic, the threat to the environment of climate change
and our extravagant use of resources – but at the same time, our own
horizons have become very much smaller, with little or no foreign
travel, and little travel anywhere! One advantage of this is that we
have been able to focus on the small
things around us. We have listened
to birdsong and noticed things like
insects on flowers, the scent of
bluebells, brightly coloured fungi, and lichens creating miniature
gardens on twigs. And just this morning I spotted this slightly
bedraggled rose still blooming at new year.
Like everyone, I hope that 2021 will bring a lot more positivity and that
we can soon meet again without fear, but I also hope that we don’t lose
our delight in small things.
Alison
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